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Behring (Berlin).—Die Geschichtc dcr Diphthcrie. Mit besondcrer Bcmcksich-
tigung dcr Immiinitats-lchre. ("History of Diphtheria, with Special
Reference to the Study of Immunity.") Leipzig : Georg Thieme. 1S93.
208 pages.

T H E book begins with an interesting open letter of Bretonneau (1S55),
who was the first to acknowledge the infectious character of the disease.
The second part advances the view that diphtheria and croup are the
same disease. That genuine diphtheria and scarlatinal diphtheria are
only similar in symptoms, but different in cause, is confirmed by Loeffler's
investigations. The third chapter treats of the history of the etiology of
diphtheria, mentioning the first work on the subject, viz., a collection of
views on diphtheria, edited by Friedlander, in Paris, 1808, and gives a
detailed report of the investigations of Oertel, Loeffler, and others. (The
interesting paper of Heubner is not mentioned.) The following chapter,
on the cure of diphtheria, is in its greater part dedicated to the great
merits of Bretonneau, who first recommended tracheotomy and calomel
treatment. The contents of the last chapters, dealing with the treatment
by blood serum, is known to our readers by the reports abstracted in
this Journal.

We must admit that the book is a very mteresting and original one ;
that it certainly will be read not only by Germans, but also in other
countries, and we can prognosticate for it several editions and translations
into other languages, but it should not be called a history of diphtheria;
it is a well-founded apotheosis of Bretonneau, Loeffler, and Koch, and a
careful report upon the author's investigations. Of the numerous other
authors, only a few are mentioned shortly. Of the many methods of
treatment, only the mercurial treatment is reported in detail, and in a
history of the treatment, notice ought to have been taken of the chlorate
of potash treatment, which has been more extensively adopted than any
other during the last ten years. This criticism is not at all meant to
condemn the book, but only refers to the title. " Die flagge soil die
Ladung decken," says a German proverb. Michael.

Guttmann, S. (Berlin).—Jahrbuch der Practischcn Melicin, Jahrgang 1893.
("Annual of Practical Medicine.") Stuttgart: Enke. 1893. 852 pages.

ANNUAL report on the medical work of 1892, with special regard to
the use of practitioners. The report on diseases of the nose and larynx
is by Michael (Hamburg), that on diseases of the ear by Koch
(Brunswick). Michael.

Schroetter (Wien). — Vorlesungca tilw die Kmnkheiten des Kehlkopjs-
("Lectures on the Diseases of the Larynx.") With i l l woodcuts. Second
edition. 484 pages. Wien and Leipzig : Braumuller.

DURING the last two years we have reported upon the single parts which
have appeared of Schroetter's book. In the short space of time before
the second part of the book, treating of nasal diseases, had appeared, a
second edition became necessary. We congratulate the author upon his
well-merited success, and can here only repeat our recommendation of
the first edition. Michael




